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Hoquiam theater state landmark

HOQUIAM, Wash. (AP) — The
Seventh Street Theater has been
nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places, after more than
a year of work to raise money for
restoration of the 59-year-old land-
mark.

The state historical commission
nominated the theater after placing
it on the state register, said town
planner Lance Caputo.

“It can be assumed the theater
will go on the national register if it
has the blessings of the state,” he
said. “Usually the feds will accept
the recommendation.”’

With 1,000 seats and sharp
acoustics, the Seventh Street The-
ater was a leading Grays Harbor
entertainment mecca for 30 years.
as a movie house in
briefly in the late
1960s, served as an occasional site
of concerts and recitals in the 1970s
and was reopened again in the early
1980s, only to close again in 1983.

Almost a year ago it was pur-
chased by Friends of the Seventh
Street, who began a series of ef-
forts to raise money for restora-
tion.

The next fund-raiser is a classical
concert Friday night featuring bari-
tone Ralph Wells, whose grand-
parents founded a local florist and
gift shop.

Grays Harbor Regional Planning
has agreed to develop a restoration
swting plan, including a list
of public and
could be sought, and the state tour-
ism office has agreed to help.

Having the theater on the state
or national registers of historic sites
is like ““an insurance policy,”” Ca-
puto said.

“If anyone wanted to tear it
down, they would have to go
through public hearings and a lot
of work,”” he explained.

The planner said the state panel

private grants that
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Friends of the theater have workea

to restore and save the landmark Hoquiam building. They in-
clude (from left)Linda Borth, Ed Bowers, Else Korvell, Ruth

Nielsen and Fred Root.

was impressed by the presentation
given by himself and Friends of the
Seventh Street.

“Commission members were
surprised that a structure like this
existed in the state almpst in its
original condition,”’ he said. ‘“They

nominated it to the natipnal.rcg_ls.i-
ter on the basis of statewide signifi-
cence, not local significance.

“They said, ‘You have a treasure
here,’ and there was even talk of
nationwide significance,” Caputo
said.




